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Earlier Circular No. 03 of 2008
(Repeals Circular 01 of 1999 Dated 07.10.1999)
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

(By TFI affiliated State Taekwondo Association (STA)

This Federation has time and again requested the State Taekwondo Associations (STAs) to hold free and fair elections of their office bearers within the stipulated period.  We are receiving lot of complaints regarding unfair practices/bogus representatives/surreptitious elections of office bearers.  This practice has to be stopped at all costs. 
2.
The State Taekwondo Association has to build a confidence amongst their affiliated District Taekwondo Associations & affiliated Member Units. Merely sticking to the posts in any Association is harmful to promotion of Taekwondo as well as the athletes who are the real wealth of any Association. It is our bounden duty to ensure transparency in our functioning and set an example for others.  

3.
To ensure free and fair elections, as well as, participation of genuine voting members of the affiliated State Taekwondo Association, the presence of TFI observer as well as that of State Olympic Association (in case, the association is affiliated with State Olympic Association) must be ensured.

4.
All the units are directed to ensure the compliance of this circular order, failing which the election will be treated as null and void. This Federation will not recognise any office bearers elected in contravention of this circular.

5.
It is further clarified that this Federation must receive 15 days prior notice through registered letter/speed post/courier/fax or Telecommunication followed by letter as a proof of the scheduled meeting. In case, the notice is received late by this Federation, the date will be changed at the discretion of this Federation.  

6.
The observer, so deputed by this Federation, will submit his report about the free and fair election of the new office bearers of the State Association to Federation by fastest possible means.  The travel expenses of TFI observer would be borne by this Federation, whereas, the arrangements for boarding and lodging would be made by the State Taekwondo Association.

7.
The member unit should send a copy of the latest TFI approved constitution of the STA, Electoral College i.e. the list of affiliated District Taekwondo Associations (DTAs) & Member Units with their office bearers to this Federation along with the meeting notice to TFI.  Before sending its observer, TFI will ensure that all dues from the concerned member unit have been fully paid up and nothing is pending.

8.
In case, the member unit fails to conduct its election within stipulated period of 4 years and does not seek approval of TFI for extension of period, the existing executive committee of the member unit will be deemed dissolved and TFI will make ad-hoc arrangements to protect the interests of the Taekwondo athletes and the discipline as a whole and take steps to get the new body of office bearers elected through the Electoral College of the STA.    

9.
As per TFI Constitution rule governing the election of office bearers of State Associations is as under:

“14. 
Affiliated State Associations

14.1
State Associations must abide by the Constitution of TFI.

14.8
State Associations shall furnish a report to the TFI Secretariat stating number of district associations affiliated. Minimum 50% of the districts should be active in an affiliated association. An active district means the district which submits at least 100 Identity Cards, 5 Black Belts in a year and conduct District Championships.  This rule will be enforced from 01.04.2007.

14.9
Two Members of the same family cannot hold the post of President, Secretary or Treasurer simultaneously in the State Associations. 

14.10
District associations shall give affiliation and recognition to Taekwondo clubs and to schools teaching Taekwondo within the revenue limits of Districts.

“4
MEMBERSHIP

4.7    
Any appeal by a Member complaining against the procedure adopted by the concerned Member for holding “Elections”, or nay other issue connected with this subject must be made in writing, to the TFI within 30 days of the occurrence of the incident. No complaint will be considered valid or entertained by the TFI if it is made after the expiry of the 30 days period. The complaint must be specific and contain documentary evidence to prove the issue that is disputed.”
10.
The election procedure of TFI (as per TFI constitution) is as under:
“7.9     ELECTIONS 

a) Elections shall be held once in four years to elect Executive Council members from amongst the representatives of the members present.

b) Notification indicating venue date and time for elections should be issued by TFI secretariat 30 days before the expiry of 4 years term.

c) Member units will forward nominations of their candidates entitled to attend meeting 20 days prior to the holding of elections to TFI. The Recommendations of “nominations” will indicate the name of the candidate and the position held by him in the concerned Associations.  Change of name of the nominated candidate will not be allowed, unless, prior permission in writing is obtained from the President TFI.

d) Any Vacancy (including that of the President), which occurs in the Executive Council, shall be filled by co-option from the remaining office-bearers and Members of the Executive Council and Members of the General Assembly. This shall be regularised during the very next meeting of the General Assembly.

e) The right of exercising the vote shall vest in accredited representatives deputed by the Members.  A representative, accredited by the Member unit, must be a member of that Association and would attend meeting in which elections are to be held on production of a certificate signed both by the President and the Secretary detailing him for attendance on their behalf. However, if a representative produces a certificate signed by the President and another representative from the same Association produces a certificate signed by the Secretary, then the certificate signed by the President will be accepted. 

f) Voting, if necessary, for the elections of the office bearers and executive council members, shall always be by Secret Ballot.
g) The right of exercising the vote shall vest in accredited representative deputed by the Members.  One and the same person shall, under no circumstances, be entitled to represent more than one Member Unit.

h) Each affiliated Member Unit shall be entitled to two votes. Each authorised representative deputed by Member Unit shall be entitled to one vote. 

i)
The President is authorised to nominate not exceeding 2 Associate Vice Presidents, 2 Executive Members. These members may not be members of any state Association but they will be reputed Indian citizens, who are associated with the promotion and development of Sports in the country. The nominated members shall not have any right to vote.”

11.
As per TFI approved constitution of the State Taekwondo Association (STA), the voting shall be conducted in the following manner for the election of office bearers of the STA 
“10.    
VOTING   

1.
The Electoral College comprises of authorised representatives of Members as per Art 4. Each Member is authorised to send two representatives who shall be regular office bearers of the affiliated Member. The member should be eligible to send representatives in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. 

2. Voting if necessary, for the elections of the Executive Council members of the Association shall by secret ballot.
3. For election of Office-Bearers of the Association, only the ‘authorised representatives’ of the Members (two per unit) shall be eligible to participate and cast their votes.  

4. The office-Bearers of the outgoing body can not form a part of the Electoral College unless they represent a Member.

5. In case of any ambiguity, the election procedure of TFI shall be adopted.”
(HARISH KUMAR)

IPS (Retd)

President

Circulation:

1. All affiliated State Taekwondo Associations (STAs)

2. Members of the Executive Council 

