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DISCIPLINE & APPEAL RULES
1.
Aims & Objective

1.1
On account of popularity of Taekwondo, an Olympic discipline, the activities of Taekwondo Federation of India (TFI) are increasing day by day. 
1.2
Numerous complaints are made to the Federation for overcharging from the athletes; refusal to give receipts for ID Cards; Colour Belt Grading; DAN Promotion tests & Corruption in participation and selection of athletes for Championships. 

1.3
The corrupt practices being adopted by coaches, office bearers of DTAs and STAs and Technical Officials at all levels need to be curbed with full force to protect the Image of the federation as well as maintain discipline of the highest order.
1.4
Instances have also come to our notice for manhandling the referees judges, office bearers and athletes. 

1.5
This circular compiles all the existing rules and regulations for the benefit of State Taekwondo Associations (STA) and District Taekwondo Associations (DTA). This circular clarifies the grey areas amongst various constituents of TFI.
2. 
Jurisdiction
It is the sole responsibility of Taekwondo Federation of India (TFI) to enforce the discipline amongst all constituent units of TFI right from State Taekwondo Association (STA) level to the District Taekwondo Association (DTA) level as well as Approved Taekwondo Centres (ATC) in the manner provided in this Circular.
3. Provisions in the TFI Constitution
3.1
To maintain discipline amongst its affiliated STAs and Member Units, TFI Constitution provides as under:
“4.4      Disaffiliation / De-recognition /Suspension of Member Unit.

a)
The TFI General Assembly on the recommendation of President TFI, either directly or through the TFI Executive Council, based on his discretion, is entitled to consider disaffiliation / de-recognition / suspension of the Member Unit on one or more of the under mentioned grounds after ensuring that a Show Cause Notice has been served and an explanation has been obtained and considered from the organisation recommended for disaffiliation / de-recognition / suspension.

1) Non-observance of directives issued by the TFI from time to time.
2) Not holding elections after the completion of the normal tenure for which the office bearers are elected.  Any extension of the tenure of the office-bearers will be subject to obtaining prior written permission from the TFI.
3) Not submitting annual audited statement of accounts, annual report and list of current office-bearers within the stipulated time period.
b) Whatever the decision of the TFI General Assembly, it must be supported by two-third majority votes of the Members present and voting.
c)
If the TFI General Assembly takes a decision to disaffiliate a Member Unit, the President TFI will have the authority to constitute an ad-hoc body, preferably from amongst the Members of the TFI General Assembly to look after the work done by the disaffiliated Member Units till such time, that the President TFI arranges for fresh elections to be held in the concerned Member Unit which would then start functioning in the normal manner.  However, the students of Taekwondo shall not be affected by such a change and will be deemed to be under the new Association.

4.5   
a) 
The TFI would have all unresolved disputes settled by the IOA. TFI voluntarily surrenders its right of seeking redress in any court of Law at the first instance.

b) All affiliated Members shall commit themselves to voluntarily surrender their right of seeking redress in any court of law at the first instance.  They shall appeal only to the President TFI, who shall place the matter before the next immediate Executive Counsel meeting.
4.6   A member State / Union Territory / Organisation or any of its members shall neither be affiliated to any other National Taekwondo Organisation not recognised by the WTF/TFI, nor participate in any Taekwondo events organised by such an organisation.
4.7    
Any appeal by a Member complaining against the procedure adopted by the concerned Member for holding “Elections”, or nay other issue connected with this subject must be made in writing, to the TFI within 30 days of the occurrence of the incident. No complaint will be considered valid or entertained by the TFI if it is made after the expiry of the 30 days period. The complaint must be specific and contain documentary evidence to prove the issue that is disputed.”
TFI constitution provides further as under:
“14. 
Affiliated State Associations

14.1
State Associations must abide by the Constitution of TFI.

14.2
State Associations who will not follow with Constitution of TFI will be issued a Show cause notice.  Even after the service of the notice the defaulting State Associations fails to adhere to the constitution, the state association will be kept under suspension. 

14.3
State Associations must operate an account in Nationalized Bank and furnish the details of the account to TFI Secretariat.

14.4
State Associations must conduct executive committee meeting at least once in six months and annual general meeting once in a year. 

14.5
State Associations must present Audited statement of accounts, income & expenditure account, Balance sheet to the General Body of their Associations. The copies of the same shall be forwarded to the TFI Secretariat.

14.6
State Associations must conduct State Championships every year in all the divisions-Sub-junior, Junior, Senior for both men and woman.  A detailed report consisting of the results, number of participants, number of Technical officials, details of upcoming players must be sent to the TFI Secretariat.   TFI shall depute an observer for supervising the Championships.

14.7
State Championship shall be conducted in accordance with the rules and regulations of WTF and no deviations shall be accepted.

14.8
State Associations shall furnish a report to the TFI Secretariat stating number of district associations affiliated. Minimum 50% of the districts should be active in an affiliated association. An active district means the district which submits at least 100 Identity Cards, 5 Black Belts in a year and conduct District Championships.  This rule will be enforced from 01.04.2007.

14.9
Two Members of the same family cannot hold the post of President, Secretary or Treasurer simultaneously in the State Associations. 

14.10
 District associations shall give affiliation and recognition to Taekwondo clubs and to schools teaching Taekwondo within the revenue limits of Districts.

14.11 The affiliated State Associations shall hold elections once in four years to elect Committee of Management. 

14.12 Only the authorised representatives of the District Taekwondo Associations (DTA) constituted as per TFI approved constitution of DTA shall be allowed to attend and cast vote.

14.13 Notification indicating venue, date and time for elections should be intimated by the affiliated State Associations to the TFI Secretariat 15 days before the elections. The list of authorised representatives shall also be forwarded to TFI. 

14.14 To ensure free and fair elections the TFI shall depute observers to the elections of office bearers of all affiliated State Taekwondo Associations (STA). All the records must be placed before the returning officer as well as the TFI observer.

14.15 Elections held by affiliated State associations without intimating TFI and in the absence of TFI observer will be treated as null and void. 

14.16 Appeal against any such election shall be made to the President TFI within 15 days of the elections held. The President TFI shall get the matter looked into expeditiously and decide the same within a period of 30 days.”
4. National Disciplinary Committee (NDC)

4.1
The discipline at the National, State and District level shall be enforced by the National Disciplinary Committee constituted under this circular.

4.2
The NDC is the highest level of Disciplinary Committee in TFI. The National Disciplinary Committee comprising of 3 members shall be constituted by the President TFI. The members will be as under:

i)
Vice President of TFI 



Chairman

ii)
Chairman TFI Technical Committee
Member

iii)
EC Member TFI




Member

4.3 The NDC shall look into petitions & complaints relating to

i) Matters involving moral turpitude such as misbehaviour or indecency towards female athletes and officials.
ii) Over charging & non-issue of receipts for amounts received from athletes, coaches, referees, officials etc

iii) Violation of TFI Rules and Regulations; Circulars; Guidelines issued by TFI

iv) Misusing the name and fame of TFI for personal use without prior consent of TFI & fabricating documents in the name of TFI

v) Attending events conducted by Black Listed persons from TFI

vi) Sending persons abroad for participation in International Championships violating the existing rules & guidelines and without prior clearance from TFI 

vii) Manhandling & use of force against competitors, officials, office bearers or any other persons during any coaching camp, competition, seminar etc conducted by TFI or under its aegis.

viii) Disrespect to IRs, investigators, officials and Examiners appointed by TFI

ix) Any other matters of grave misconduct

4.4 The NDC will conduct investigations / enquiries and submit its report within 30 days of the receipt of the complaint positively to the President TFI. 

4.5 The NDC will have the full powers to call for any records or documents from any STA/DTA/person or authority or summon persons and record their statements to come to a definite conclusion in the matter being investigated. NDC can also associate any person for assistance.  

4.6 The TFI will maintain a list of investigators who can be deputed by TFI to investigate matters and place them before the NDC for examination and further action as it deems fit. The NDC will submit its report to the President TFI for further necessary action. 

4.7 The president TFI shall take action within 15 days of the receipt of the report from NDC. 
4.8 In case of disagreement with the report of NDC, the President TFI shall place the matter before TFI Executive Council. The decision of TFI Executive Council shall be final. 
4.9 The orders or decision of TFI President / TFI Executive Council shall be communicated to the applicant by means of FAX/Speed post/Registered letter/ personal delivery.
5. District Taekwondo Association (DTA)-Constitutional provisions
5.1 DTAs have clubs and institutions promoting Taekwondo as their member constituent units.
5.2 DTAs must grant affiliation to the constituent units in accordance with Circular 2 of DTA approved by TFI General Assembly. 

5.3 DTA can disaffiliate a member unit as provided in the DTA constitution 
“16.
GENERAL DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS

1. Violation of the existing rules cannot be excused on grounds of ignorance of the said rules.

2. Whoever incites a member Unit to commit an infraction or aids and abets the said Unit to undertake infraction shall be sanctioned in the same manner as the Unit which commits the infraction.

3. All Members/Constituent Members of the Association shall undertake to supply to the Association a copy of their respective statutes, Constitution and Rules & Regulations, a list of their respective office-bearers and Members, a copy of Annual Report of their activities, duly approved by their Executive Council, within six months of the closing of the financial year, along with a calendar of sports for the ensuring year. Failure to supply this information within the stipulated period will constitute a breach of this rule and may render the defaulting Member to disciplinary action under these rules.

4. Any member or the Office Bearer of the Association is bound to follow the provisions of this constitution failing which they can be disaffiliated or removed from the post they are holding. Any such action will have to be passed in the executive council by a majority vote of the members present and voting. The quorum for disciplinary matters is one half of the Executive Council members.

5. All members are bound to follow the dope control tests as circulated by Indian Olympic Association (IOA) and adopted by TFI. “

6. State Taekwondo Association (STA)-Constitutional provisions
6.1 STAs have District Taekwondo Associations (DTA) and State Level institutions promoting Taekwondo as their member constituent units.
6.2 STAs must grant affiliation to the constituent units in accordance with Circular 1 of STA approved by TFI General Assembly. 

6.3 STA can disaffiliate a member unit as provided in the STA constitution: 
“16.
GENERAL DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS

1. Violation of the existing rules cannot be excused on grounds of ignorance of the said rules.
2. Whoever incites a member Unit to commit an infraction or aids and abets the said Unit to undertake infraction shall be sanctioned in the same manner as the Unit which commits the infraction. 

3. All Members/Constituent Members of the Association shall undertake to supply to the Association a copy of their respective statutes, Constitution and Rules & Regulations, a list of their respective office-bearers and Members, a copy of Annual Report of their activities, duly approved by their Executive Council, within six months of the closing of the financial year, along with a calendar of sports for the ensuring year. Failure to supply this information within the stipulated period will constitute a breach of this rule and may render the defaulting Member to disciplinary action under these rules. Any member or the Office Bearer of the Association is bound to follow the provisions of this constitution failing which; they can be disaffiliated or removed from the post they are holding. Any such action will have to be passed in the executive council by a majority vote of the members present and voting. The quorum for disciplinary matters is one half of the Executive Council members.

4. All members are bound to follow the dope control tests as circulated by Indian Olympic Association and adopted by TFI. 

7.
Types of Punishments
The circular defines the punishments as under:

7.1
Caution / Warning

Caution or Warning can be awarded to a person or member unit at the first instance giving a chance to the defaulter to improve after serving him a show cause notice and his failure to submit a satisfactory reply. 

7.2
Suspension

7.2.1
A person (athlete, coach, official, referee etc.) can be suspended if there are allegations of his involvement in any corruption or acts of moral turpitude and does not require black listing at the first instance.
7.2.2
A show cause notice shall be issued to him. The further action will be taken on the report of the NDC submitted to the President TFI. 

7.2.3
During the period of suspension, the person or member can not take part in the activities of TFI. Suspension shall be for an initial period of three months and extended as the President TFI deems fit.
7.3 Disaffiliation / De-recognition / Suspension of Members

The constitutions of TFI, STA & DTA provide for procedures for disaffiliation / de-recognition / Suspension of their affiliated members as per Art 3, 6 & 7 above. For details refer to their constitutions.  
7.4 Black Listing
7.4.1 Black listing is as an extreme step taken by the TFI to prevent immediate loss to the reputation, property & funds of the TFI as well as to safeguard the interests of the athletes.
7.4.2 The persons violating the mandatory provisions as mentioned at Article 4.3 shall be black listed by TFI.  

7.4.3 The persons violating the provisions of STAs & DTAs and recommended by STA to the TFI will be black listed by TFI president. 

7.4.4 The cases of persons or members so black listed will be referred to NDC and further decisions will be taken on the basis of the report submitted by NDC to the President TFI as detailed above. 
7.4.5 The name of the black listed person will be displayed on the website and circulated to all STAs. 
7.4.6 The black listed person will be debarred from all activities of TFI, STA & DTA. 

7.4.7 The persons attending any activities conducted by black listed persons will also be liable to be black listed. 
8.
General


8.1
For any other disciplinary issues not covered by above, the matter may kindly be referred to TFI for directions and guidance. The decision of TFI in all such issues shall be final.

8.2
Ignorance of the above rules will not be an excuse

8.3
This circular repeals any instructions issued in the past.
The Circular come into force w.e.f 15.07.2009 

(HARISH KUMAR)

IPS (Retd)

President

Circulation:

1. All affiliated State Taekwondo Associations (STAs)

2. Members of the Executive Council 

3. To be placed on website

